328 THE AMEER OF AFGHANISTAN
At this dinner, to which the mess dress uniform of all the officers present gave a very bright appearance, the Ameer sat on Lord Kitchener's right and I on his left On my left was one of the sirdars who accompanied the Ameer, Brigadier Muhammad Nasir Khan The latter conducted his conversation with me mainly in Hindustani, though he was far from ignorant of English He also showed himself deeply interested in all that the party were seeing of India and its administration My conversation with the Ameer himself was also partly conducted in Hindustani He was, however, rapidly acquiring a colloquial knowledge of English, and quite liked to use that tongue.
His determination to acquire English, and the manner in which he used what he knew of it very much impressed me. He had got hold of some very colloquial phrases as the following incident shows. I overheard him talking to Lord Kitchener about the British Nation The Commander-m-Chief was explaining to him that there are three great divisions of the British Isles, and that the inhabitants differed in many respects from each other, but were yet equally devoted to and eligible for the service of His Majesty the Bang By way of illustration he pointed to Sir Henry M'Mahon, a fine Persian scholar, who was the Political Officer m attendance on the Ameer, and was seated on the Ameer's right so as to render him any assistance that might be required in conversation. Lord Kitchener remarked that Sir Henry was an Irishman. " I, myself," he said, " am an Englishman, and the Lieutenant-Governor, who is on my left, is a Scotsman:. The Scots have a dress of their own. Probably," he added, as he noticed that I was listening, " because it is economical, they only wear a cloth twisted round their loins which they call a kilt"
The Ameer looked across at me with a smile, and I said, " I think that Your Majesty has seen some of our Scottish regiments m the north of India " He replied, " Yes, I have seen them I like Scottish regiments, and" (turning to Lord Kitchener) "they do not wear kilts because they cannot afford trouseis, but